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MP/NE

u26209 s Flight Jergeant John Herbert WRIGHT.

COWTHTH 2 Ure & MPae T P. o ¥right of Warkworth, Worth Auckland,.
Born on Harch 18th, 1918, John dright rgcelved his education

st the Hourswhero “chonl, durkwortn, North ﬁuckianﬂ. His main

intersaet in epert wes- football sni after he left school booume a

membey 'of the representative teams for Kalpars Fluts and Warkworth.

Prom 19737 until Lay, 1942 he was employed on his father's farm at

woodeoeks Poad, Warkworthe

Pricr to his enlistment in the PNz, B/Sgle wrighi served
for 25 years in the Territorials. on the 9th Muy, 1941 he applied
for training as en Wirvelese Operator Air Gunner, and eventually
entered camp nt Hobsonville 1in Way 19L2. Mearly five monthe leter
ha wae pogted to the Initisl Treiving wWing, Rotorua, and at the
conclunton of rip cource he embarked for Canuda on Decewber 2u, 1942

for training under the Empire Alir Training “cheme.

on arrival in Cunede in January, 1943, ©/9gte Wright wes
posted to [oe 3 Wireless Hchool, Wiannipeg, Yanitobs, where he remainaaj
until his remuster to alr puunsr on the 23rd Junse éhartly af terwar
he proepelad to No. % Bomblaog & Gunnery‘ﬂchnal, Machdénald, sanitoba, /,

to commence training on Sattle and Anson sirerafts At the conoluslol

ot his course on October 1, 1943, he was assrded the air gunner's !

badge and promoted to dsrgeant, le later embarked for the United }

Kingdom on Notober 22nd of the same yeare {

shortly wfter hie arrivel in Rngland, ¥/Sgt. Wright commen&/
a period of training on #ellington alreraft Qt Hos 11 Opavutional//
Praining Unit, . fosteott, Buckinghanahire, ind at the nearoy satell
nerodproma, Dakley. On april 1st, 1944 ha Waabpramotnd to Fllght
gergeant and in May prosszded to Noe 1653 Gonvesraion Unit, Chedbur
guffoll, whare he trained on 3tivling airorafi. Barly in July he|
attachgd to Noe. 3 Lancuster Winishing dchool, Feltwell, NHorfolk, f{
a few days, after whish he was posted to No., 75 (Hu) squadron, Mepa&

Jambridgeshiree «\

/ ,7;:“.
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With this Squadron, F/Sgte Wright carried out & series ol raide
over the enemy targets of Htuttgart and Baaéen, in Germany, and on the
railwsy junetion at Aulnoye, the marshulling yards et Lens snd on

other tapgets in Francé.

Oon August 12, 19hl, F/Sgte Wright wan a member of the crew of
a Lancaster anircoraft, which took »ff on air operations over the German
town of Pussalaheim and failed to return to its bhase. 1t was latex
repnried that the machine had orahed nesy Ouren, Germany, all the
crew, including ¥/sSgt. #right loeing their lives., He was buried in

“the oomradea grave in Quren, near Trier, Germany.

Lt

L3

5/15/2062/A62 Mr. T.F. ¥right ()

210 hre., a3 alr gunners woodooeks Road,
Warkworth,

RORTH _AUCHILAND.
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AIR MINISTRY
(Casualty Branch)
73-77 Oxford Street,

W.1l.
Ref:~P.1421589/Ul/P L. /50 3H.
Officer in Charge, o
.Royal New Zealand Alr PForoce, o
Halifax House, A -
Strand, W.C.2. : b
Casulty:- Lancaster H.X. 564 missing i
. 12th/13%h Auguet, 1944, i
N%.428793  F/Sgt. Mulehy. C.D., \ b
NZ.4290L9 F/0 W.F, lazard. |
NZ.4211036 ®/Sgt. Thomson. E.L., o
N%.126883 F/sgt.  Blvin, W., 4
N4. 426320 ?/3gt. Johnston. H.D., 3
1% 4,26209 F/Sgt.  Wright. J.H., -
1892552. Sgte Parker.. R.R. .

Enclosed please find copy of letter from %

2, ' This incident has been traced to Lancaster
H.K. 564, crew of 7 and Lancaster N.D. 4Ll crew of elght, whose
names are mentioned in M.M. 5790 under file P.L421588/LL.

3. : The enclosed copy of this depariment's reply to
the Graves Registration authorities explains the position,
The crew of H.K.564 except I'/0 Hagzard are buried at Ouren.
Owing %o an error the certified notification of death forwarded
to you on the 13%h April, 1945, in respect of F/0 Hazard, stated
that he was also buried in Ouren cemetery. (Up to the present
time the official records of the department give no place of
burial for F/0 Hazard), There is no doubt that he is buried
‘with the crew of Lancaster N.D. Ly at Dalelden Germany. You
will note from para 3 (c) of letter to G.R. & E., that the 7th
man who fell over the frontier was buried on the lhth Auwgust,

. 1944, at Daleldeén, F/O llazard's identity disc is enclosed.

L. It is requested that you will amend the certified
notifiocation of death of F/0 Hazard to read "buried at Daleiden
germany". :

‘

/ , .
ggd. C.H.C. Hardy F/Lt.,
for Director of Personal Jervices.
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Jubjeety~ gravas Registratlon. 21 AGp/33027/4R.

To:-War Office, .
BAeGolBe . 29%h Apre 1945,

Two British plancs collided over the Polpgium - Germany -
Luxembourg froaticr on the 12/L3th Aug. Y. Cne plane fell in
QUREN, Belgium and the other at WRISWAMPACH, Luxembourg,

From the first plane of the crew of 9, f were buried
in OUREN Communal Cometery and the othor two, who fell on the
other side of the Luxemboursg frontier, were taken to WEISWAMPACH,
ITere the 7 memhers of the crew of the other plane were collected
by the German Milltary Polige and, with fthe two hodies from the
firat pléne, were taken to DALWIDENW inside Germany for burial.

This grave of 9 "UNKNOWN" British nirmen was located
in the Communal Cematery ot DALRIDEN, the date of death being
given merely as Awruat MM,

DOueiaf the motors of the planes which crashed at OURKIT,
bore the followingy Vogi-

Dal72,

TR P, 118,

L 15 B one end of the casing and
D LB,

Wi 286

"M L5240

M 22

166697

B - IR on the other,

It is stoted by the Parish Priest at OURBH that records
of persons interred at both places were dostroyed by the relireating
Germans in January.

Graves Regletration Report will be furnished in due course,

, aIf'frcm)the above information, identification can be
established of any of the nine "UNKNOWHS" in DALRIDEN or the
seven "UNKNOWNS" at OUREN, and you will advise us, the graves
will be re-registered accordingly.

(f‘)‘[';(l).n.oaoc-o-?
for Lit. Col.
£eDsGLRE,

Giraves R, & b,
Rear H.Q.,

21 Army Group.
BoIJ-A.

RCI

A Ak
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h21588/421589/P. L. /503.H * 18th July, 1945,
Sir,

I am directed to refer %o your letter RAF/Gen/hly/AGLl3 dated
10%h May, 1945, enclosing report from A.D.G.R.E. 21 ¢rp/33027 GR
dated 29%th April, 19i5. | , o

2, The two crews have been.ldentified an followa:-

(a) Lancaster H.K.564 missing 12th/13th Aﬁgﬁst, l?uu the
crew of seven comprising:- (FlleP.121489/Ll) .

R M. 2 A ( NZ 29047 Flying Officer W.F, Hazard.
: NZ, 14211036 Flight Sergeant Thomson i.L.
o NZ.L26883 Flight Sergeant Elvin W. :
, NZ.L426320 Flight Sergeant Johnston H.D. C.C.L. No.

_ ( NZ.Lh26209 .Flight Sergeant Wright J.H. . 1724,
ReAF, 1892552 Sergéan arker ReR., . ‘ ' .

. The number 166697 quoted in A.D.G.R.E's report is the number of
the port lnuer engine of H.K. 56L.

NZ. 428793 Flight Sergaant Muloahy C.D. - i‘

(b) Lancaster N.D. hily missing 12/13th August, 194k, the
orew of eight comprising:-~ (File.P.521588/LlL).

8&918 Squadron Leader C,C. Hemmlngs.
126693 Flying Officer S.J. Richards.
149908 Flying Officer P.A. Taylor

"R.A . 9835777 Flight Sergeant R. Seddon
© 122983 Plight Lieutenant T.J. Pye.
185129 Sergeant Green A, C.C.L.1721.

6617 Flying Officer T.H.A. Iill.

174918 Pilot Offieer G.B. Stone, CeCelal535.
Death presumpliion action 1n couse
of being taken.

&
3. . (a) Lancaster H.K. 564. Gorman official totenlist No. 233 states
F/Sgt. Wright, ¥/Sgt. Mulcahy, Sgt. Parker, F/S5gt. Thomson (Quoting
their service numbers) and two "unknown" were burled in Compades
Graves in Ouren Cemetery, 5 metres from the Church choir in the
Childrens Cemetery. ‘

(b) Official German records held in this Department conflrm this
and add that one man from this crew fell over ihie frontier. This man
is ¥/0 Hazard, sée para U4 (b) below. It follows therefore

that the %two unknown mentioned in 3 (a) above must be P/sgt. Elvin

ané F/5gt. Johnston. : .

(e) The 7th menber of the crew who fell over the frontier was
buried on 1lhth Augusi, 194h, st Dalelden,

(a) According to the Germans the plene crashed 1 km. wes® of
OQuren at 23.30 hours. 12/8/u4ly, after belng hit by anti-aircraft fire.

e (a) Lancaster N.D.4Llt. International Red Cross telegram statesn
s/Ldr. Hemmlogs, F/Lt. Pye, #/0 Richards, F/0 Taylor, P/0 Hazards, see
‘para 3,(b) above, F/0 Hill, F/Sgt. Seddon, Sgt. Groen were killed on

13th August, 1941, but no place of burial was given.

(b) . Official German Records held in this Department state aircraft
 erashed 800 metres east of Weiswampach. 8 dead found near alrcraft

and another dead body was found which came from an ailreraft which
ecrashed in Belglan territory. The names of -3/Ldr. Hemmings, F/0
Haza¥d, #/0 Richards, P/0 Taylor, F/Sgt. Seddon, 8gt. Green, F/O

nill, #/0 Pye were quoted. The ninth body thercfore by elimination

P/0 stone. ‘

P"l‘.o.



KR,

¢

(e) . Thé aireraft.is stated to have crashed at:00.58:hours on the
13%h August, 1944, o - ‘

He The report from A.D.G.R.E, states that one aireraft had a
crew of nine, This must be a mistake as no aireraft is missing
from operations ‘on’l2th/A3th August, 1944, carrying a crew of nine.
What probably happetied was tvio airmen were seen to parachute to
earth, One was ['/0 flazard and the obther may have becn from another
alrcralt, . SR B . B .
6. I am %o.ask that you will bé good enough %o register the
graves of the nine alrmen buried at Daleilden in amccordance with
) para‘% (b) abave and the graves of ‘the 'aix at OUREN as the crew of
CH.K.56l omititing F/O0 lazard. If thome are seven R.A.F., buried at
Ouren may %he seventh be exhumed for ddentification purposes.

I amy Sir,-
. Your obédient Servant,
S3.10.C, Hardy,

for Director of, Personal Services.



AIR| DEPARTMENT,

VTLLINGTON cC. 1.

17th. Feb., 19L7

Lire T.¥. liright,
Woodcociks noad,
Warkworth,

lI(J...LJ. h JXUCI”:JJHTD .

Dear lir. Jright,

Further to ny letter of the 26th. 3epte.ber, 1946, con-
cerning your son, Plight Sergeant John Herbert urLght I have to advise
that addltional information hab been recelved from Alr iLinistry.  This
states that the lissing Research and Znguiry Service recently conducted
searches in the area in which your son's plane crashed, and the following
is a copy of the report forvarded by the Ivestigating Cfficer:-

"In the company of F/Lt. Nadeau and a Gendarme, I visited the

scene of a crash near Quren. The aircraft, a Lancaster, had
crashed at approximately 2340 hours on 12.8.LL, after having been
attacked by a fighter over Leiler. It had exploded on hitting the
ground and wreckage was scattzred over a wide area.. The only piece
of wreckage whlch could possidly assist in identification of the air-
craft was an ailrscrsw. The sngine nunber plate of the only reason-—
ably intact engine had been removed, presumably by the Germans.

The bodlies of six of the crew were found by M.Thelen, favmer of (u-
ren, lylng in the wvicinity off{the crash, having apvarently been

blown out of the aircraft by the explosion, and were not badly burnt.
The body of another man, beliéved to be the pilot, was found insige
part of the aircraft. . Theélen believed tuset the crew contained
some New Zealanders judging by their shoulder flasshes. The seven
bodies were taken to Curen byli. Thelen and were buried in a communal
grave in the local cemetery od 19.8.44 by the German Gendarmerie, who
were believed to have passed 41l relevent pspers to the ed Cross.
The grave has been kept in exdellent condition by the local inhabitants
of Ouren, and fresh flowers are still frequently placed on it.

Cn learning that another member of this crew had baled out over Leiler,
I visited the Cure of that v111age and learned that this had been the
case. The airman had landed in a pine tree near the village at about
1235 aeme. on l3.8.4L, and alit ugh his parachute had opened, was un-
fortunately dead. The Cure hhd managed to salvage a photograph from
the body before the Germans arprived on the scene, and had noticed that
he was a Iew Zealander from hib shoulder flashes. He believed thnat
the body of this man, had veen|taken to Daleiden, Germany, together

el e eSS O

with the victiis of another crﬁsh JQear, feiewerg ph he subjeot of a

*QPuﬁ@?pr&porﬁ which will deal w1th the night vietims of the crash
nzar MilsWampach together with the New ealand alrman who baled out
at Leiler?,

‘ It has sgbsequently been proved that the alrman who baled
out over Leiler was Flying Officer };,F. Hazard.

I am fully aware of the distressin. naturc of this Nnews, iile.
idrlghﬁ, but I am sure you would rather be ziven all the information pre-
ceivea by this Departilent. :

, On behalf of the alr Board, I once agsin desire to eXLress
my deepest sympathy in your grest loss.

Yours rfaithfully,
.
v "
‘v G—.'S}Q. P e VPP
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