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Crash of Lancaster DS690-KO-C - 14/07/1943 – Bertrix 

 

Story 

 

At the end of 1942, at the beginning of 1943, in response to the German air raids on London and 

many other major English cities, the Allied air force undertook to bomb, in turn, large German 

settlements but especially industrial sites. 

On 13 July 1943, at 23:59, the brand-new Avro Lancaster Mk.II bomber, serial number DS-690, 

registration KO-C, left the West-Wretham (UK) military airfield with 371 other aircraft of all types to 

bomb Aachen (Aachen). 

The flight was to be carried out along a «horlogical» route around Belgium; the formation leaving 

England more or less skirted the Dutch border, bombed its objective and returned to its base by 

following, always approximately, the Luxembourg and French borders. This at an altitude between 

4500 and 5600 meters and at a speed of 300 kilometers per hour. 

That night, too favourable winds pushed the bombers onto the target well before the target 

scout-marker planes, so that the bombardment took place almost blindly, despite good visibility. 2927 

buildings were destroyed, 294 people were killed and 745 wounded, 28000 people fled the city. 

Guided by the radar control station installed between the village of Mogimont and the hamlet 

of «Croix Blanche», a Messerschmitt, piloted by Captain August Geiger, appeared and shot him. The 

latter attacks the bomber above Saint-Médard according to an attack tactic consisting of diving under 

the enemy aircraft and climbing up by machine gunning by threading the three-quarter left side, more 

vulnerable. Baird, the pilot, was affected, as was the majority of the crew, since it was mostly on the 

left side of the aircraft. The left engine was on fire. The aircraft lost some altitude and then recovered. 

We assume that the controls were quickly taken over by Walker, the only member of the crew who 

had perfect flying skills, apart from Baird. Another unscathed member of the crew, Sergeant 

Odendaal*, a flight engineer, parachuted in and landed near Saint-Médard station. 

The aircraft in flames, however, maintains the course, in an axis Saint-Médard, Bertrix, Paliseul. 

Before reaching the vertical of this locality, the left tank explodes, causing a deterioration of the profile 

of the wing which leads to a sudden left turn, almost hairpin. The Lancaster in flames, apart from the 

front, passes to the vertical of Fays-les-Veneurs with an increased speed and a very important dive 

angle towards La Cornette. 

At 2.30 am, on the night of 13-14 July 43, a strong explosion was heard. The first on the scene 

are the inhabitants of La Cornette, the farm of La Babillarde and Fays-les-Veneurs. However, it is 

impossible to approach as the fire rages. On the morning of the 14th, the Hayonnais population learns 

that a Lancaster plane, spearhead of the British bombers of the R.A.F., crashed at La Cornette, 3 

kilometers from the Hayons, on the road leading to Fays-les-Veneurs. A lot of people rush to see the 

accident. 

The six airmen still on the plane were killed and shredded by the crash: debris of flesh, limbs and 

scalp was scattered on the road, in the wood and below the road. These human remains were 

recovered by the parish priests Lorent and Henri de Les Hayons and d'Auby, assisted by the young 



people of the village. Shreds of flesh, pieces of arms, a hand, skulls and others – in all about sixty kilos 

– were gathered in basins to be placed in a coffin to be buried religiously in the Hayons cemetery. They 

were buried on the evening of 14 July. The Germans recovered the material remains that were still 

valid. The few pieces of duralumin and copper that the villagers had collected were much sought after 

by merchants who sold them to make rings or other adornments. 

Paul Godfrin, among others, had picked up a gear wheel and turned it into an ashtray. 

Today, at the place of the crash, stands a memorial cross. At the time, the valley was not wooded 

as it is now and the only visible building, the farm Genard (currently La Babillarde) overlooked the 

places of the disaster. 

(*) Sergeant Odendaal, seriously injured in the leg following his parachute landing, was 

recovered by the Saint-Médard station chief, Monsieur Hamoir, who cared for him and hid him in a 

shed behind the station. Once he was back on his feet, Sergeant Odendaal left his shelter without 

warning anyone and was immediately taken by the Germans who deported him to the IVB stalag. (This 

is the official version. In fact, Sergeant Odendaal, in blood and rags, begging and screaming in pain, 

found no help at Saint-Médard that night and, the next day, he was captured by the Germans, 

denounced in order to preserve the local resistance movement that would have been discovered in 

case of German research concerning him. 

However, there is every reason to believe that the German hunter had not seen the man who 

was jumping by parachute because Odendaal, the next day, crossed the village only between two 

German soldiers – so there was no battle to find him, This would also explain the fact that no member 

of the Odendaal family was present at the commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the crash in 

1993. At the same time, the Odendaal family prohibited the R.A.F. from communicating any archive 

concerning him). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




