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Editorial
Dear Members and Friends,
We are already in the middle of June of this year and still troubled by the
pandemic, but it seems to be slowly fading away. With the help of the vaccine, the
holidays should go without incident and we hope that this virus will slowly but surely
die out.
Let us remember that on Wednesday, September 29, the solemn
commemoration will be held at the Rebecq Memorial. His Majesty the King of
Belgium will honour us by being represented at this important commemoration. We
have also invited the ambassadors of those nations whose nationals were involved in
the plane crashes on Belgian soil, namely the United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, Poland,
Holland, France, the Czech Republic, Norway, the Republic of Ireland, the United States and Rhodesia. To these 14
countries we have added Russia, whose soldiers actively participated in the rescue of survivors of aircraft shot down
over Belgium.
Let us hope that this “G15” Act of Remembrance, to which you are invited, will take place under the most
favourable conditions. The Air Defense is promising us the participation of a military band and an honour guard. For
our part, we also expect pupils from the Rebecq schools to be present.
The Newsletter you are now going to read contains a variety of articles which should be of interest to you. In it,
we report the results of our investigations into 2 aircraft crashes: one at Lovendegem, near Waarschoot (East Flanders)
in 1940, the other at Wauthier-Braine (Walloon Brabant) in 1945. In both cases, careful research has been carried out
to find out all the facts that led to these accidents in which the young Airmen involved paid with their lives.
Thierry Cardon tells us about the exploits of the Belgian André Cantillon, a Belgian pilot who distinguished
himself aboard his Spitfire, having joined the Royal Air Force.
We do not forget the Resistance either: a memorial service for the Soviet Armed Partisans in Belgium took place
on May 9 in the presence of the Russian Ambassador and we announce the title of National Necropolis given to the
“the execution by firing squad plot of land” (Clos des Fusillés) where many Resistance fighters were murdered by the
occupying forces both in 1914-1918 and in 1940-1945.
We consider what we should do about the existence in our country of a monument dedicated to individuals who
committed war crimes alongside the Waffen SS – a real moral dilemma.
Finally, we had the honour of being represented by one of our members, David Cole, at Hunterville’s Cenotaph
during the Commemorations on April 25, Anzac Day, in New Zealand.
Wilfred Burie,
President
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The crash of the Lancaster HK620 LS-W in Wauthier-Braine on 9 February 1945
Foreword
Recently, Georges Detournay, a resident of Waterloo, told us of his interest in the crash of a Lancaster in
Wauthier-Braine, where he spent his youth. In 1980, he went to the crash site. He gave us pictures taken at the time,
pictures which we provide you with today. In addition to these unpublished documents, we share with you the results
of our investigation into the alleged presence of a ninth man in the crew of the Lancaster HK620. We thank Georges
Detournay for his contribution to the history we uphold.
On February 8, 1945, the Royal Air Force 15 Squadron prepared about 15 of its planes for a mission aimed at
the important Hohenbudberg railway complex in the Ruhr in Germany. Although Belgium had been liberated for six
months, Germany was still under the domination of the Nazi regime. Bomber Command coordinated this mission in
which other squadrons, including 151 Lancaster, were involved.
The target was 350 km away from 15 Squadron base in England at Mildenhall, Suffolk. The planes took off at
03:00 in the morning and reached the drop zone without incident.
As a result of the Allies landing on the continent, Nazi Germany’s war resources had diminished considerably.
The advance of the liberating troops since August 1944 had driven the occupying forces out of France, Belgium and
Holland and had penetrated the Third Reich territory. Although the von Rundstedt offensive in the Ardennes during
the winter of ‘44 had delayed the invasion of Germany somewhat, progress was now being made effectively in spite of
dogged resistance from the Wehrmacht and what remained of the Luftwaffe.

An anti-aircraft post had been set up on the railway site to be bombed. Although not a major post, its guns were
accurate and effective. The weather was clear, although it was still dark and, apart from a few clouds, the target was
clearly visible to the «bombers», those airmen responsible for dropping the bombs. When they hit the ground these
bombs damaged the rail-head and, among other things, caused seven major fires.
After dropping their bombs, the aircraft regained altitude and flew West to return to base. For some time now,
these airmen had no longer feared attacks from German fighters, since the enemy air force had lost almost all of its
aircraft and pilots. But when flying over Holland, the Lancaster HK620-LS-W belonging to the 15 Squadron was hit by
fire from a German DCA.
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Not much is known about what happened on board at that time, but it seems that the aircraft was turning south
and heading for Namur and Nivelles. Witnesses living in Wauthier-Braine claimed to have seen a large aircraft on fire
and in a slow descent heading towards Count Oultremont’s property, where its flight ended in a mighty crash.
The plane crashed in the «Bois du Haumont», owned
by the Count. We can assume that, when the aircraft was
hit by DCA fire, the flight controls were so damaged that the
pilot was forced to perform unusual manoeuvres to keep the
aircraft in flight while maintaining direction. This probably
explains the unusual route the aircraft took to reach the
Belgian coast. Members of the crew may have been injured
or even killed by anti-aircraft fire. If that was the case, there
must have been a mixture of turmoil and panic on board.
The fact that the German fighter squadron had not
been operational for some time due to a lack of planes and
pilots allowed the Lancaster to continue its flight in very
difficult conditions. The pilot could surely have landed safely
during his return flight. The airmen could have parachuted
The Haumont wood, near Wauthier-Braine
when it was safe to do so. Perhaps he thought he could still
fly his aircraft back to England? All these questions will remain forever unanswered.
The Lancaster was running out of power. The controls were not responding. It plunged inexorably towards the
ground. Before hitting it, the aircraft made contact with treetops in Haumont wood, tearing off branches as it passed.
Stronger branches broke off parts of the wings while the fuselage broke in two scattering debris over a wide area. The
heavier parts, such as the engines and the wheel sets, suddenly separated from what was left of the plane, plunged
into the swampy ground there and sank deep into the ground. The rear part of the fuselage and the turret where the
body of the gunner lay slumped over his weapon suffered less damage.
Rescuers quickly arrived at the scene of the tragedy and quickly realised that there were no survivors. British
soldiers also arrived on the scene to promptly establish the reasons for the crash and to identify the victims. The
aircraft’s registration allowed them to identify the crew. There were eight men on board, but they did not recover the
body of one of the crew members - Sergeant Alan Dodson, the wireless operator. The bodies and personal effects of
the victims were gathered up and were taken at once to Evere, the location of the cemetery in which British soldiers
were buried. They were buried next to each other. At this point, a problem became apparent. Another name, that of
Lieutenant Airman Alastair McQueen, was added to the list of the remains of the crew received that day by the funeral
attendants.

The wreck of the Lancaster, shortly after the crash, object of the curiosity of the residents

This meant that there were 9 crew members on board the fallen HK620-LS-W at Wauthier-Braine, which is
not possible because the maximum number of people a Lancaster could carry was 8. For years, it was believed that
a second Pilot was added to the crew, but that assumption was not confirmed by any official document. What really
happened?
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It is safe to assume that there was a certain amount of confusoin at the Evere cemetery when the 7 bodies
were brought from Wauthier-Braine. It is likely that Lieutenant McQueen’s body arrived at the same time and that the
person responsible for allocating burial sites automatically added him in with the other seven. They were buried in the
same row of graves, No. 28.

The wreckage of the high cabin perched in 1980 testifies to the drama that occurred in this wood. Above, some parts of the plane
and the wing piece bearing the roundel of the RAF at the Ramskapelle Museum
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In fact, Alastair McQueen was an Auster reconnaissance plane pilot based temporarily in Eindhoven, Holland and
part of 2 Squadron. He went on a combat mission on 9 February 1945, the objective being Krefeld in Germany and his
plane crashed in Beuningen, not far from Nijmegen, for a reason that has not been clearly explained. The airman was
killed in the accident and his body was removed at once to the Evere cemetery where he was probably added in with
those of the Lancaster which crashed at Wauthier-Braine. On that day, only 9 bodies were brought to the cemetery of
Brussels/Evere: the 7 from the Lancaster HK620 which crashed at Wauthier-Braine, that of F/L McQueen, who crashed
at Beuningen (NL) aboard his Auster and that of Sergeant Adolf Lucian Leandre Van Melckenbeke, killed during takeoff
in his Mosquito MT489-Z-KX at Bendish Hall, Essex UK. He is buried in the memorial plot reserved for Belgian airmen.
This explanation makes it easier to understand how confusion may have arisen.

The crew of HK620-LS-W

In 1980, a wing section and another of the fuselage were still visible, suspended in tree tops, about thirty meters
up. However, one of the trees had to be cut down and from then on, only the piece of the fuselage still remains
suspended in its tree.
On Sunday, 28 October 2000, 55 years after the aircraft crashed, 30 members of B.A.H.S. (Belgian Aviation History
Association), equipped with metal detectors, undertook searches and recovered part of the landing gear, aluminum foil
for radar jamming and .50 bullets.
Local people took away small pieces of
debris as souvenirs, whereas Mr. Minne, living in
Wauthier-Braine. took a large portion of the wing
bearing the RAF symbol. For some years he used
this as a wall decoration. It is now housed in the
«Museum of Freedom» in Knokke/Ramskapelle.
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Tribute to the Russian Resistance held in Rebecq on May 9, 2021
On Sunday, May 9, 2021, a commemoration was organized by «The Belgians Remember Them» association to
pay tribute to the Soviet Armed Partisans who fought alongside the Belgian Resistance during the Second World War.
These Red Army soldiers, who had been taken prisoner on the Eastern Front, were placed imprisoned in Belgium,
where they were forced to work in the Belgian coal mines. Several hundred of these men managed to escape from
their detention centre and joined the Resistance. More than two hundred of them were killed in battle or executed by
the Germans.
One of them, Vladimir Talda, is buried in Rebecq cemetery. He was killed during the battle to liberate Rebecq on
September 3, 1944.

A large Russian delegation made the trip to Rebecq, including the Russian Ambassador to Belgium, Alexander
Tokovinin; Government Advisor, Dmitri Borodin; the Defence Attaché Colonel Igor Kolodin; Major Alexey Kozhevnikov,
Deputy Defence Attaché; Mr Igor Minaev and Russian Embassy Councellor. Belgium was represented by, among
others, the Minister of State André Flahaut; representing the Minister of Defence; Colonel Olivier Degroote, Military
Commander of the Province of Walloon Brabant; the Mayor of Rebecq, Patricia Venturelli; the Walloon MP Dimitri
Legasse; President of the Rebecq CPAS, Marino Marchetti and Deputy Mayor André Deschamps.
Current health considerations forced the organisers to restrict the number of participants at the event.
Once those attending the commemoration had taken their seats, Wilfred Burie, President of the organising
association welcomed the guests. He went on to say: “These days are very symbolic for me. May 9 is Victory Day in
Russia, as May 8 should be in Belgium, since it reminds us of the Allied victory over the Nazis, but this year, these two
days coincide with a relaxation of the health restrictions which have been in force in Belgium for more than six months
and, as a result, people prefer to use these relaxations to meet with friends rather than attending ceremonies at which
social distancing rules still apply.
May 7 of this year marked the 10th anniversary of the
inauguration of the Memorial in Rebecq and the celebration of
this anniversary is testament to the progress made since the
inauguration.
This year, May 9 coincided with the date of Mother’s
Day in Belgium. This made me think of all the mothers of the
soldiers who lost what was most important to them during the
Second World War - their child who never came home. You will
allow me to pay tribute, on your behalf, to all those millions of
women who suffered the unspeakable pain of the loss of their
child.” Fitting actions to words, he laid a bouquet of flowers in
front of the tomb of the Russian soldier Vladimir Talda, who
died while fighting alongside the Rebecq Belgian Resistance
during the battle of liberation, on September 3, 1944.
Wilfred Burie lays flowers at the tomb of Vladimir Talda
in honour of the millions of mothers who experienced the
pain of losing their child in war.
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Then, the Minister of State André Flahaut spoke:
“The work carried out for ten years by the association «The
Belgians Remember Them» demonstrates the determination
of its members to preserve by all means the memory of those
to whom we owe our Freedoms today. This determination was
demonstrated again recently by the opposition it is mounting
against the existence of a monument erected in a Belgian
commune, the one located in Zedelgem that honours men who
fought under the banner of the Waffen SS. It was erected there
at the instigation of elements of extreme right-wing parties,
ever active in honouring those directly responsible for the
massacres of the peoples of Europe and especially the Jews,
as well as people who did not fit the Nazi racial profile. No, the
beast is not dead and these facts must be recalled constantly
so that our youth cannot be poisoned by this evil.
We will only be able to preserve peace between states by defending our democratic values and by promoting,
by all means, harmony and respect for one another among the governments of this world. It is not by submitting
to the brutality of today’s world that we will succeed in preserving peace, but by fostering exchange and mutual
understanding.”
Finally, it was the turn of the Ambassador of the
Russian Federation, Alexander Tokovinin, to speak: “My
presence today in Rebecq, at the tomb of Private Vladimir
Talda, recalls the efforts made by my compatriots who fought
alongside the Belgian Resistance almost 80 years ago. It
recalls the friendship that unites them to the Belgians who
welcomed them. The Belgians Remember Them Association
has revived awareness of these facts and, through its action
against historical ignorance, our soldiers are not forgotten.
On behalf of my compatriots, I express my deep gratitude to
those who foster the coming together of nations by preserving
the memory of those who united their forces in the pursuit of
the same goal. In these difficult times, our mutual friendship is
essential. Thank you!”
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Above: Wilfred Burie with the Ambassador of Russia, Mr Alexander Tokovinine, Colonels Olivier Degroote and Igor Kolodin and
Major Alexey Kozhevnikov - Below, Dmitri Borodin, Igor Minaev, Wilfred Burie and the Mayor of Rebecq, Patricia Venturelli
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The tribute paid by the Czech Republic at the Rebecq Memorial

On 19 May 2021, we had the honour of welcoming His Excellency
Pavel Klucký, Ambassador of the Czech Republic and Sandra Miholavá,
Consul-General of the Czech Republic to Belgium.
Our guests wished to pay tribute to the RAF airmen killed in
action over Belgium during the Second World War and, in particular, to
SGT Pavel Pavlik and F/L John Pinny, both Czech nationals, who lost their
lives while on a combat mission. They are buried in Ypres and BourgLéopold respectively.
On their arrival in front of the Rebecq Memorial monument, they were welcomed by Wilfred Burie, President,
Francis Plas, Eric Verly, Vice-Presidents and Bruno and Carina Vanderbeurght-Verhaeg, Members of the Executive
Committee of the Association «The Belgians Remember Them».
The Ambassador then laid a wreath in honour of the heroes whose memory this monument perpetuates. Wilfred
Burie joined him in honouring the fallen on behalf of the Association and all Belgians, as the name of the Association
makes clear.
After exchanging words of mutual respect, the two diplomats returned to Brussels but not before assuring us
that this initial contact will be followed by others. We are increasingly convinced of the validity of our mission to keep
these memories alive. More and more nations are recognizing the work done by our Association.
It is a great honour for us to have representatives of the victims of yesterday’s enemy recognise our work in this
way. It encourages us to continue the fight against total ignorance and indifference!
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Zedelgem: a need for every patriotic citizen to examine their conscience,
by Wilfred Burie
At the end of 2020, while I was doing some historical research on the Internet, I came across, by chance a site
detailing the presence in Belgium of a monument dedicated to the memory of Latvian soldiers. The International
League of Human Rights report stated that Belgium does not comply with international legislation in the fight against
exhibitions of neo-fascism, extremism, racism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism, and Islamophobia. In addition to the
presence within Belgian governmental bodies of political groups promoting ideologies contrary to the resolutions of
the UN or the European Council concerning the above-mentioned matters, there is, in Belgium, at least one monument
erected at least to the memory, if not to the glorious memory of individuals who fought alongside Nazi Germany during
the Second World War.
This monument called «The Hive» was erected in 2018 in
Zedelgem, a commune in West Flanders, in memory of Latvian
soldiers. Who were these soldiers and what were they doing in
Belgium?
To answer these questions, I continued my research in an
effort to find out more about what I am beginning to surmise
is highly important information which could jeopardize national
reputation and honour. What I quickly found out is appalling!
This monument is supposed to represent the idea of
freedom and is dedicated to those Latvian SS soldiers who, at
the end of the Second World War, were brought to Zedelgem
by the British and imprisoned in a former Belgian military camp
which occupying forces had used to house prisoners during the
40 -45 War.
In fact, this monument celebrating freedom was erected to the memory of Nazi combatants belonging to the
15th and 19th Latvian SS divisions, two units making up the Waffen-SS Legion – divisions no longer missed by many!
But who exactly were these “soldiers”?
The Latvian Troops
Nazi Germany’s occupation of Latvia was part of the invasion of the USSR by Nazi Germany (Operation
Barbarossa) which began on June 22, 1941. The country was completely conquered by the German armed forces on
July 10, 1941, becoming an integral part of the Reichskommissariat Ostland.
The people of Latvia welcomed the Germans as heroes. As soon as they arrived, the Germans initiated a policy of
eliminating opponents - Jews, Gypsies and all those who did not automatically give them their wholehearted support.
They were helped in this, or even shown the way by Latvian units called «Police Battalions». Composed of individuals
who displayed fierce hatred towards those who did not fit their political ideology, these units go directly to “work”.
Among them is the «Sonderkommando Arājs» commanded by the infamous Viktors Arājs. From the outset, these
killers engaged in operations to eliminate all «undesirables».

Mass murders in Latvia

The population of the ghetto in Riga was expelled from
the country and those who remained were taken to the forest
of Rumbula, located not far from the capital, where they were
massacred by 500 «Arājs» members. In two days, 30,000 Jews
were exterminated without the Germans having to get directly
involved. During the years of the Nazi occupation of the country,
some 100,000 opponents or people who did not match the
Aryan race profile were exterminated, including 70,000 Jews
and 2,000 Gypsies. For almost two years, Latvian troops fought
alongside the German army in the campaigns against the Soviet
empire.
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In 1943, the Germans set up two Latvian SS units which included
the «Sonderkommando Arājs»: these are the 15th and 19th Latvian
SS Waffen Divisions who would “exercise their talents” throughout
the Baltic region and on the Eastern Front. During the collapse of the
Nazi regime in 1945, fearing capture by the Soviets, the SS Latvians
surrendered at once to the Allies. Taken prisoner by the British forces,
they were taken to the Zedelgem internment camp in Belgium.
So it cam about that, in 2018, he municipality of Zedelgem
inaugurated the famous monument called «the Hive». One quickly
understands that this all began in Riga, where the «Museum of
Occupations» organized the establishment of what I call a shame and
a disgrace. This institution, known for its far-right options bordering
on neo-Nazism, seems to have proposed to help Councillor Vlaams
Belang* of the Flemish municipality, erect a monument to the memory
of the Latvian «prisoners of war» mentioned above.
We are now in June 2021. We have tried to alert the authorities
in the country, the press, etc. to the existence of this monument.
Several journalists have reacted positively to my appeal, as have some
researchers in History. Only one representative of the Belgian political
establishment was outraged by the fact and asked a parliamentary
question of the Minister of Justice without getting an answer. It’s
complicated, it’s delicate, it’s political. I understand that. I don’t want
to get into politics, or take sides on matters to which I don’t naturally
feel drawn.

Mass murders in Latvia

No! That is not the point, but my duty as president of a patriotic association is to question the significance of
such a monument on national soil.
Belgium is the only country in Western Europe that has that kind of monument. As a citizen, I cannot accept
that such a memorial could be allowed to be erected to pay tribute to individuals who have committed crimes against
humanity. If we have an ounce of civic pride and honour, our duty is to use it to have the existence of what represents
an insult to all the victims of the abuses committed by criminals 80 years ago and a shame for our country, for our
fatherland, declared illegal - the country for which my father fought and was taken prisoner, the one for which thousands
of women and men were deported to Nazi camps for having done their duty:
STAND AGAINST THIS ACT WHICH BRINGS SHAME ON OUR NATION!
In Memory of them and with them, let us stand against this! Let us refuse to accept the existence of this
monument in Belgium, but let us do so with dignity and without compromise.
In this way we keep the issue alive.
* Vlaams Belang is a Flemish far right, nationalist party.
PS: Since this article was published in French, things have changed. Reactions have come from Belgium, the
United States, and even Germany. Here are some interesting links:
https://parismatch.be/actualites/societe/494607/ruche-de-zedelgem-la-flandre-se-reveille-doucement
https://parismatch.be/actualites/societe/492473/ruche-de-zedelgem-indignation-aux-etats-unis-enallemagne-et-en-belgique
https://www.jungewelt.de/loginFailed.php?ref=/artikel/405426.ss-verherrlichung-kriegsverbrecher-faktischrehabilitiert.html
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The « Enclos des fusillés » inaugurated as National Necropolis
The “‘Enclos des fusillés” is a small cemetery in Rue Colonel Bourg in Schaerbeek, Brussels, in which holds the
graves of 365 Resistance members from the two world wars are located.
The cemetery is located at the same site where Resistance fighters, including Edith Cavell, Philippe Baucq,
Gabrielle Petit and Youra Livchitz, were shot by the Germans and on the site of the former “Tir National”, a 20-hectare
Belgian military complex, located in the municipality of Schaerbeek in greater Brussels and originally established for the
training of soldiers in the use of firearms. During the two world wars, this place was the site of numerous executions
perpetrated by the German occupying forces.
Every fourth Sunday in April, the national ceremony to honor the victims of the Nazi concentration camps and
prisons is held at the “Enclos des Fusillés” in the presence of the highest authorities of the country.
In the case of the First World War, the bodies of the executed victims were taken away. A commemorative plaque
with their 35 names replaced them. It seems that the remains of the victims were re-interred by their families and even
by the authorities in other burial sites.
As regards the Second World War, most of the bodies are no longer there, the families or various authorities
having had them transferred to other cemeteries. On the other hand, most crosses remain there. The crosses of
members of the Jewish community have been replaced by stars of David.
The site was officially recognised by the Brussels-Capital Region on 12 January 1983.
This site was given the title of «National Necropolis» by Royal Decree of 31 July 2020 and was inaugurated as
such by the Minister of Defense on Sunday 30 May, during a ceremony organized in the presence of many dignitaries,
including Elaine Tillieux, President of the Chamber of Representatives: Senator Gaetan Van Goidsenhoven: Ludivine
Dedonder, Defence Minister and Cecile Jodogne. Mayor of Schaerbeek.
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The Blenheim N3551-PZ-E tragedy at Lovendegem
In early May 1940, the Germans invaded Holland, Belgium, the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, and France.
Surprised by their meteoric advance, the soldiers of the British Expeditionary Force and those of the French Army sent
to Belgium to contain a possible invasion are forced to retreat to Dunkirk. The total collapse and the resulting exodus
threw thousands of Belgian and French civilians on to the roads leading to the South.
The British General Staff had to reposition its forces and try to bring back to England its army which was in
disarray. Timing ass crucial: above all, it was feared that Hitler would not be content to invade the continent, but that
he would continue his momentum towards the British Isles. Could England count on its air force in this hour of danger
with weak ground defences and the bulk of the troops on the continent and trying to escape back home.
The British will do whatever they can to slow down the invaders. One of the tatics they use is the bombing of
ports from which England can be reached quickly. RAF squadrons were hastily reorganised. Some squadrons were
given new missions, as in the case of 53 Squadron whose usual objective was coastal reconnaissance. The aircraft in
this squadron operated their missions over France from January to June 1939. In September of that year, the squadron
moved to France, where it carried out its reconnaissance missions until May 1940, when it was ordered to return to
its home base in south-eastern England, in Kent. As a result, night bombing was added to its duties and the squadron
carried out both roles for the rest of the year.

The Blenheim

On 14 May 1940, six Blenheim aircraft of 53 Sqd were
engaged in a bombing mission over the area of the oil depots
around the Ghent-Zelzate Canal. Leaving their base in Delting
during the evening, they soon had the target in their sights.
At this point the pilots realised that anti aircraft guns had
been installed in defense of the target, making the approach
dangerous. Anti-aircraft batteries fired long bursts of shells at
the six bombers, illuminated by powerful searchlights on the
ground. Five of the six aircraft dropped their bombs causing
massive explosions and fires. When their mission was over,
they turned around and returned to their base, where they
arrived before midnight.

One aircraft failed to make it - the Blenheim N3551-PZ-E. It must have been able to drop its bombs but was
hit by shells fired from the ground while it was over Waarschoot. A fire broke out on board, rendering the aircraft
uncontrollable.
The plane crashed in the so-called «Meienbroek» district, on the outskirts of the villages of Lovendegem and
Waarschoot. Juliaan Versichel was 10 years old at the time, he recalls: “I saw the plane when it crashed in Voordestraat,
where we lived. When it hit the ground, it broke in half. The front of the plane landed in the meadow while the second
part ended up in the orchards at the back of the farm opposite our house.”

The accident just happened, we see the body of Sergeant Lestie Stride - At right: a part of the wreckage in the trees

13

The aircraft, upon landing, headed six trees from the orchard where it fell. The impact was severe

There were explosions and everything around the wreckage was burning. Two of the crew members managed to
emerge from the flames and tried to escape. They were Pilot Officer Alastair Dyson Panton and Sergeant Alfred Ernest
Farrow, Observer.
Sergeant Leslie Herbert Stride was killed in the accident. He was both Wireless Operator and machine Gunner.
He was just 19 years old. His horribly burned body was recovered from the fuselage as soon as the fire died down. He
was taken to the cemetery at Eeklo by the Germans who quickly arrived quickly on the scene.
But what about our two fugitives? Having moved away from where their plane crashed, they tried to escape
from the enemy but they had been badly burned in the accident and this prevented them from going far. The Germans
caught up with them, arrested them and took them to Eeklo for questioning. Since their injuries required urgent
treatment, they were taken to the hospital in Ghent.
After his convalescence, Pilot Officer Panton was transported to several internment camps in Germany and
released in 1945. After the war, he returned to the RAF and completed his military career with the rank of Air
Commodore. He died in 2002.
Sergeant Farrow was more seriously injured and his condition required that he be transferred to the military
hospital in Brussels where he remained until 31 July 1940. He was then imprisoned in Mechelen for a month before
being transported to several camps reserved for allied airmen. He was released on 6 April 1945.
On September 18, 2014, 74 years after the crash, Enid Stride, Sergeant Stride’s sister came to Eeklo. During the
only pilgrimage she made in the evening of her life, she could finally see where her brother was buried. She said, “Now
I know he is at peace and that good people are watching over him. I can die in peace.”
In the following March, the sad news came to Eeklo: Enid Stride had joined her brother, Airman Sergeant Leslie
Stride, killed in action on 14 May 1940.
They are now together for eternity. May they rest in peace.

Leslie Stride and his grave at Eeklo Cemetery - Below, his sister Enid during her visit to Eeklo, in 2014

14

André CANTILLON, Belgian reconnaissance pilot who served with the RAF,
by Thierry Cardon
André Cantillon was born on May 18, 1920 in Wavre and was the first child of Joseph-Alexandre
Cantillon and Joséphine-Lucia Peeters. André would be followed later by René. His father was a Great
War veteran and his mother taught typing in a technical school.
Like the young people of the time, André was a sportsman and engaged in various sports
including tennis, swimming, and cycling.
After his primary studies at the Institut Jean-Baptiste in Wavre and his Modern Humanities at
the Institut St-Joseph in Brussels, he became a clerk in a national banking organisation. One month
later, he left to do his military service as a member of ground personnel at the Military Aircraft Facility but became
bored. When war broke out in September 1939, he decided to take the entrance examination to the Flight School.
Unlike his brother René, André was never very passionate about flying. It is more than likely that he tried his luck in
order to break the monotony of his not very exciting office life.
André passed his entrance examination at the Ecole de Pilotage (Flight School) in January 1940 and joined the
84th class. After a short stint at Zellik, he was moved to Gosselies where he made various flights in command of Avro
504N biplanes attached to the 2nd squadron. On the evening of 9 May, he had a total flight time of 21hrs15, including
17hrs double-handed and 4hrs 15 solo.
On May 10, 1940, the Luftwaffe bombed Gosselies plain, rendering it impassable. As a result the Flying School
was then moved to Zwevezele, where our pilot arrived that same evening.
Below is a brief summary of André Cantillon’s movements until he arrived in England:
* 15 May: Caen (Carpiquet aerodrome)
* 25 May: Marseille (Camp Sainte Marthe)
* 31 May: Oran, Algeria
* 1 June: Oujda (Morocco) where he stayed 1 month
* 3 July: Departure for Casablanca (Morocco)
* 10 July: boarding for England via Gibraltar
* 5 August: arrival in Cardiff and immediately sent to the Belgian camp in Tenby
* August 14: departure from Tenby for St-Athan camp, also in Wales.
After a period of learning the English language, he joined the F.T.S. (Flying Training School) on November 23 at
RAF Odiham. On February 26, 1941, he made his first flight in a Miles Magister and did his first solo flight on March 25.
On 6 May, he made his last flight at Odiham and left the base on 14 May with the assessment « average».
He was then transferred to 5 S.F.T.S. (Service Flying
Training School) at RAF Tern Hill where his first flight was on a
Miles Master. He completed his first solo on May 26. Training
continued until July 17. On that date, he qualified to fly the
Hurricane. He flew alternately on Master and Hurricane until
August 17. His assessment improved to «above average».
He then moved to 61 O.T.U (Operational Training Unit)
at Heston Aerodrome. There he piloted various aircraft:
Dominie, Master and finally Spitfire from 22 August. When
he left that unit on September 30, he was assessed as
“average”.
André Cantillon in his Spitfire

He was then posted to 74 Squadron based in Llanbedr,
Wales, where he undertook training and patrol flights. On 21 October, he was injured in an accident while landing at
sunset and his aircraft (Spitfire P8197) appears to have been very badly damaged. According to the entry in his logbook,
the accident was due to his lack of experience. His next assignment was at 1486 TT Flight (Target Towing) in Valley,
Wales. After arriving there on 5 November, he made a few flights in a Spitfire but flew mainly a Lysander used to tow
targets. At the same time, he trained in aerial photography. His career seemed to be taking shape.
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On January 14, 1942, at the end of his apprenticeship at Valley, he was posted to RAF Benson,
Oxfordshire, the birthplace of aerial photographic reconnaissance. It incorporated 1 P.R.U. (Photo
Reconnaissance Unit). There he carried out a series of training flights in a Spitfire and, on 28 February,
he was included in a crew for his first operational mission which took him over Belgium (Furnes,
Ostend Airfield, Zeebrugge) and the Netherlands (Flessingue, Veere). This mission lasted 2hrs45. In
March, he would carry out six more missions over Belgium, France and Germany. On March 31, he
was promoted to Pilot Officer.
From April until early July, he carried out no less than 15 missions in pursuance of the
«Chamberlain» missions, i.e. the hunt for the Kriegsmarine flagship fleet, including the Tirpitz, Admiral Scheer and
Prinz Eugen. These were not easy missions. For one thing, their average duration was 5 hours. On top of that, some
missions were aborted/cancelled/disrupted for different reasons: the weather which covered the targets in thick, low
cloud making the flights hazardous in this mountainous region and thus preventing the accomplishment of the mission;
anti-aircraft fire, which could be very accurate; or simply a premature return to base due to technical reasons or by
order of Coastal Command for some another reason. It is a matter of very deep regret that heavy losses were sustained
by 1 P.R.U. It is not for nothing that André Cantillon mentioned a famous phrase of Churchill in his logbook: «Never have
so many gone so far for so little». This sentence alone says it all…
On August 17, 1942, André Cantillon was ordered
to carry out mission number C/218 on Kiel. He boarded
his Spitfire PR.IV6, serial number AA814, and took off at
09:50. According to a German source, the Spitfire appeared
over the German coastline around 11:00 (English time).
The sky was clear, so the aircraft was quickly spotted by
German radar. Aircraft from III/JG 1 took off from the base
at Husum. It is not known how many planes took off but
Unteroffizier Heinz Born would be the first to intercept
Cantillon’s plane. Born arrived behind the Spitfire and shot
it down. The plane and its pilot crashed at Süderoog Sand.
It was André Cantillon’s 28th reconnaissance mission.
That same day, the RAF received a message in
F/L André Cantillon, on the wing of the aircraft
German that a blue Spitfire had been shot down. This
message was sent from the area where André Cantillon was supposed to be at the time. But it was not known if he had
been able to jump with parachute or not…
After the war, André was temporarily buried in Hamburg before being permanently transferred to Wavre.
Posthumously, on September 2, 1942, André Cantillon was decorated with
the «Croix de Guerre 1940 avec palme et Citation» by ministerial decree no. 48
of January 12, 1943 with the citation: «Young pilot officer, an airman motivated
by a burning desire to serve. A Flying School student posted to Morocco from
May 10, 1940 and voluntarily transferred to Great Britain in July 1940. Included
in October 1941 in a fighter squadron he was then assigned to a photographic
reconnaissance unit. He made a name for himself when he successfully completed
many dangerous photographic missions over Norway and Germany. Did not
return from a mission over enemy territory.
Authorisation given on September 22, 1944 to wear, in perpetuity, the metallic badge of the Belgian Forces in
Great Britain. »
Thierry CARDON
This article is based on research by Jean-Louis Roba published in Aéro Magazine August/September 1983 as well
as André Cantillon’s logbook and various documents in his personal file. The Operational Record Book/ORB of 1 P.R.U.
Also the newspaper “TOUS, le magazine du Brabant” No. 153 of October 1992.
The author also thanks André BAR and Luc VERVOORT for sharing their archives.
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JA712-BQ-H crew commemorated at IBBC-Lincoln
On May 29 of this year, Robert Sheahan and his son Alan went to the International Bomber Command Centre in
Lincoln, UK, to lay a wreath in honour of the crew members and colleagues of their uncle. The centre features a series
of iron panels engraved with the names of the 57,861 RAF members killed in action during the Second World War.
Robert is the nephew of John Sheahan, flight engineer in the Lancaster JA712-BQ-H which crashed at Rebecq on May
28, 1944. He was killed in the crash, along with four of his companions. We do not forget them!

Important notice: September 29th, 2021 Solemn Commemoration to be held in Rebecq
The health crisis we have been experiencing prevented the annual commemoration from taking place on the
scheduled date of May 19, 2021. We have therefore postponed it to Wednesday, September 29, 2021.
It will take place in the presence of the Representative of His Majesty the King of Belgium together with
representatives of the 15 countries whose nationals were involved in the Royal Air Force aircraft crashes that occurred
in Belgium and in the rescue of the surviving airmen.
The programme and details of the commemoration will soon be officially announced.
If you would like to be directly informed of the arrangements that will be made, or if you would like to book your
seat, please email us at belgian.remember@gmail.com
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Translation: Brian Simpson, Antrim - Northen Ireland Thanks to him!

The Belgians Remember Them - Memorials in Belgium
Tel: +32 (0)68/286.466 - Mob: + 32 (0)479/245.148
Email: belgian.remember@gmail.com - Web: www. belgians-remember-them.eu
Bank: IBAN: BE97 0018 3886 3049 - BIC: GEBABEBB
Responsible Editor: Wilfred Burie, rue St-Marcoult, 14 - 7830 Silly
We have partnership with the municipality of Rebecq, the «Souvenir Français,
550 Squadron RAF North Killingholme and the Province of Walloon Brabant

18

